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12/18/2008 - 2009 Belle Isle Grand Prix canceled

By MIKE BRUDENELL • Free Press Sports Writer
The 2009 Detroit Belle Isle Grand Prix, scheduled to be run over Labor Day Weekend, Sept. 4-6, 
has been canceled because of the troubled economy in Michigan and around the country.

Grand Prix Event Chairman Bud Denker told the Free Press late this afternoon that following talks 
with the City of Detroit, the state, sponsors and the race’s sanctioning body, the Indy Racing 
League, it was decided to postpone next year’s IndyCar Series event.

The weekend’s support races, the American Le Mans Series and the SCCA Speed World 
Challenge events, have also been dropped.

“We’ve been evaluating for the last couple of months whether to cancel,” said Denker.  “The 
Grand Prix is supported by regional and national sponsors, the Big Three, Audi, Porsche … We 
consulted with the city, state and sponsors.  Considering the tough times we’re all experiencing, 
we just couldn’t ask the parties to give, and give more.”

Daniel Cherrin, Detroit Mayor Ken Cockrel Jr.'s spokesman, said, "We are very disappointed at the 
news, but considering the economic realities, we completely understand.  "We've enjoyed having 
it here.  Roger Penske and his group have done a phenomenal job; it must have been a difficult 
decision by them. ... We look forward to having it back one day." 

IRL spokesman John Griffin said from Indianapolis he understood the concerns of Denker and the 
city.  “Certainly, the economic climate has proven a challenge to all of us,” said Griffin.  “We felt 
very welcome in Detroit, and we would certainly look at returning to Belle Isle. Bud (Denker) and 
Roger Penske worked hard to make the Detroit Belle Isle Grand Prix a great race.  While we are 
disappointed, we understand the circumstances.” 

Denker said he was disappointed to have to announce news of the race’s cancellation.  “But we 
think it’s a prudent decision,” he said.  “We’re looking to take a pause with the race, but we are 
optimistic we’ll get through the speed bumps.  We don’t want to conduct an event we are not 
proud of.  Right now, the whole industry – manufacturers, sponsors, workers – they are going 
through some pain.  The Detroit Belle Isle Grand Prix has been a labor of love for me.  Hopefully, 
we can be back in 2010.” 

The Detroit Belle Isle Grand Prix returned to the Motor City in 2007 after a six-year absence.  This 
year’s race was won by Englishman Justin Wilson, who drove for the late Paul Newman.  The 
contract between the Detroit Grand Prix Association and the IRL ran through 2009.  With the 
cancellation of the Belle Isle event, there will be 17 IndyCar Series races next year.
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11/17/2008 - SCCA Election Results             

TOPEKA, Kan – Sports Car Club of America, Inc. announced the 
results for the four Areas holding elections this month, with three 
new members joining the Board of Directors and one current 
Director running unopposed.

Robin Langlotz, of Orlando, Fla., won the Area Three election, and will take the seat held the last 
three years by K.P. Jones, who chose not to seek re-election.  Similarly, Marcus Merideth, of 
Westland, Mich., won the Area Four election to occupy the position held by Larry Dent, who also 
chose not to seek re-election.

Michael Lewis, of Poway, Calif., ran unopposed in Area 11 to take the seat being vacated by Andy 
Porterfield, who reached his two-term limit.  Current Area 9 representative, and 2007-2008 Board 
Chairman, R.J. Gordy ran unopposed and will serve his second three-year term.

This is the first time on the Board for all three newly-elected members.  The new Board members 
will join the outgoing members at the Board meeting Dec. 4 - 6 before taking over their posts full 
time beginning in 2009.

The SCCA, Inc. Board of Directors is comprised of 13 individuals voted on by the SCCA members 
of their particular Area.  Areas are a collection of SCCA Regions nationwide.

2009 SCCA Board of Directors Election Results:

Area 3 (Southeast/Florida)                                                  Area 4 (Great Lakes)   
Lee Hill - 342                                                                        Steve Harris - 558
Robin Langlotz - 549                                                             John LaRue - 449
Bob Ricker - 345                                                                   Marcus Merideth - 634

Area 9 (Northern California/Nevada)                                   Area 11 (Southern Pacific)
RJ Gordy (Incumbent) - 1                                                       Michael Lewis - 1

The 2009 SCCA Board of Directors will be:

Area One: Robert E. Introne Jr.                   Area Eight: James Christian
Area Two: Jerry Wannarka                         Area Nine: R.J. Gordy
Area Three: Robin Langlotz                        Area 10: John Sheridan
Area Four: Marcus Merideth                       Area 11: Michael Lewis
Area Five: Bob Lybarger                             Area 12: Philip Creighton
Area Six: Lisa Noble                                  Area 13: Howard Allen
Area Seven: Michael Sauce

Election ballots were received through November 17, and were tallied by Mize, Houser & 
Company, Certified Public Accountants.
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10/24/2008 - Rain Suit Discount

Jim Eyman wanted to let all of you know that he has a line on a very nice, orange rain suit by LaCrosse.  
He describes it as having reflective stripes and being very sturdy.

If he can get enough orders together, he can 
buy them at a discount from the distributor.  We 
need to sell a minimum of 6 complete rain suits 
(pre-paid) in order to get the discount.  The 
jacket is $70.00 (reg. $90.00) and the pants are 
$40.00 (reg $50.00).  There is also the option of 
bibs instead of pants for $48.00.

If you are interested in ordering one of these 
suits, contact Jim at Qltr56@aol.com or 248-
891-9660.

 

10/02/2008 - It's Time to Vote

On November 15th, SCCA Great Lakes Division (Area 4) members will have a 
chance to cast their votes for a new Director.  Three members have announced 
their candidacies - Steve Harris, John LaRue, and Marcus Merideth.

Directors are elected to a three year term with terms starting on January 1st.  
Official ballots and postage-paid return envelopes will be mailed out to all Area 4 
SCCA members on or before October 15th and must be retuned by November 
17th.

The SCCA GLDiv website has a forum dedicated to a voting discussion, including information and 
statements from the candidates. >> Click Here <<

10/01/2008 - 

The Western Ohio Region SCCA invites you to attend the Great Lakes Divisional ROUNDTABLE on 
Saturday, November 1st 
at the Holiday Inn Dayton Mall in Miamisburg, Ohio.  
Please join us for hospitality on Friday Night from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Holiday Inn and a full day of 
activity on Saturday. 
 
A registration form and tentative schedule can be accessed by clicking here.  
If you have any questions please call Nancy or Mike Edgerton at 937-866-2222 or email 
nedgerton@sbcglobal.net.  
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